


Inside News

by The Chanticleer Editors

Parking lot at Lincoln School now

available on Sundays!

We're happy to announce that free parking is
now available on Sundays at Lincoln School for
the Arts. Located 1 short block west of First
Church on Marshall, the entrance is just south of
Ogden.

Note these Great Puplit Guests coming
this Summer:

e 7/31 Rev. Julica Hermann del Fuente
e 7/20 Rev. PK Curtis

e 8/03 Rev. Hannah Villnave

e 8/10 Dale Skaggs

e 8/17 Rev. Jim Foti

e 8/31 Rev. Beth Monhollen

Rev. Dena McPhetres Internship Fund
Success! You can still donate.

As of June 2, you have generously donated
$16,900 to the Rev. Dena McPhetres Internship
Fund!

This fund will endow future ministerial interns at
First Church. We hope you will give generously
to this legacy gift for Rev. Dena and the church,
which will honor her service for years to come,
and establish First Church as a teaching
congregation in Unitarian Universalism.
Together, we can grow Unitarian Universalist
values for generations!

Ongoing fund donations can be made at
https://bit.ly/UUIntern

Worthy Now
Prison Ministry

Share the Plate
Summer 2025

by Lynde Uihlein
Share the Plate Team

This month, First Church is honored to support the
Worthy Now Prison Ministry program of the Church of
the Larger Fellowship (CLF). It includes individuals,
groups, and communities of faith called to recognize
the worth and dignity of incarcerated peoples. That
everyone is inherently Worthy Now of love and justice.

As a Unitarian Universalist Congregation with no
geographical boundary, the Church of the Larger
Fellowship creates global spiritual community rooted
in profound love, which cultivates wonder,
imagination, and the courage to act.

The over 3000 members of the CLF include more than
1700 people who are living in prisons across the
United States. Some were already UUs, but the
majority learned about Unitarian Universalism by
being connected to the CLF by their peers. The Worthy
Now Network shares its goals with the whole of the
CLF: to Connect, Deepen, and Act on our Unitarian
Universalist values. Worthy Now provides resources
through five main programs, the Letter Writing
Ministry, correspondence faith development classes,
Reading Packets, monthly publications, and a pastoral
care correspondence program. This is the link for
those who would like to become a Worthy Now Pen
Pal at www.clfuu.org/penpals.

Donate to this STP Partner
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Dear First Church,

In church, we sing “Oh | Woke Up This Morning”
(with my mind / stayed on freedom), which is a
Civil Rights adaptation of an older gospel song. An
Illinois minister who was jailed during the
Freedom Rides of the Civil Rights Movement
adapted the song while in prison.

Freedom is a foundational concept of the United
States, but for centuries it has only applied to
some people. At this moment in history, what
does it mean to keep our minds stayed on
freedom for all people? What if all people’s
bodies, hearts, minds, and time were free? What if
no one and nothing forced or imprisoned or
controlled any of us? What would that feel like?
What would the world be like?

As the oligarchs try to tamp down freedom and
increase their control over the general population,
we need to keep our minds stayed on freedom.
Whether we're dreaming of it from jail, the
hospital, a cubicle, or the streets, we will keep
holding the vision of freedom for all people and

moving towards it. There is enough to realize this
dream. It is possible. Let's be part of making it
happen.

Love,
Rev. Jennifer
Rev. Jennifer Nordstrom, Senior Minister




Dena’s Digres:
by Rev. Dena McPhetr

“Great is the art of beginning, but greater the art
is of ending,” wrote Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow. The lasts of the lasts have been
happening all year as we prepare for my
retirement on June 30th, but the month of May
flew by! The grains of sand in the hourglass are
diminishing rapidly or the rollercoaster is on the
downward slide--choose your metaphor.
Although the hours and days of active ministry
are slipping through my fingers, my heart is full
of gratitude.

I'm so grateful for the way this community shows
up--saying ‘yes’ to invitations to serve, stretching
into more risks for justice, coming alongside each
other when someone might appreciate care. | feel
blessed by the ways in which we partnered
together for a thriving shared ministry over the
last sixteen years. Your ability to partner with
your Ministers, staff, fellow members, active
friends, and community organizations outside
these walls is what makes this community
vibrant and magnetic.

You came alongside me when | entered this
congregation, welcoming me, engaging me in
conversations about my sermons, and treating
me like a person beyond my role. So many
leaders helped me learn how things work around

here and were frank with me about things that
might need to change. Jeanne and Steve Lowry of
blessed memory told me how the pastoral care
ministry evolved. Michelle Boehm and Melinda
Vernon taught me how that ministry worked well
and what we might let go. Byron Bloemer and
Bronze Quinton initiated me into the Chalice
Circle program, explaining which elements were
keystones to success and enlisting me to help
strengthen other elements. Mark Gill told me how
First Church gained Green Sanctuary status and
Terry Wiggins quickly took me under her wing
during the immediate Sustain Our Society
campaign for energy education, conservation, and
generation (new solar panels in 2009!). Drew
Kennedy not only trained me in all things First
Church, but also told me stories about the history,
which | treasure.

Praise and thanks to all the teams and staff
members I've worked with over the years. Thanks
to the diligent retirement party team, who ensure
we’ll have a splendid time gathering together on
May 30 to Par-Tee! Gratitude and joy to everyone
who has contributed to the Internship Fund, so
you can continue to be a teaching congregation,
investing in the future of UU ministers. Thanks
and praise to our Music Directors, Chancel Choir,

Dena’s Digessions continue on page 5.










UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

“Working for Collective Liberation” June 15

Rev. Marilyn Miller is a lifelong Milwaukeean. She has served for over 40 years
in some capacity of education with every part of the age range in several
institutions. Rev. Miller retired after 12 years of service with the members,
partners and community of The Lutheran Church of the Reformation Lutheran,
ELCA. She served as the President of the Board for Milwaukee Inner City
Congregations Allied for Hope (MICAH) 2015 — 2020, an additional year on the
Executive Team, and continues to participate as a MICAH leader. She is
currently a Partner of Leading for Racial Equity LLC, which provides anti-racism
training and tools for transformation in small non-profit and faith — based
organizations as well as serving on other local/national teams.

Worship w/UUs Around the Country! June 22

Join us for this fun and relaxed experience joining the national Sunday morning
UU worship service broadcast from UU General Assembly. Rev. Dr. Nicole Kirk
will be preaching, the music will be amazing, and you will be joining Unitarian
Universalists from all over the country! The service will be 90 minutes long, so
we are going to watch from the Common Room, with more comfortable chairs,
coffee at our fingertips, popcorn, and any snacks you want to bring!

“Everything Is Holy Now” June 29

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch (she/her) served UU congregations in Texas, Washington
and California as well as serving more than 18 years at UU Church West in
Brookfield, WI. Now retired, Rev. Suzelle writes songs, leads labyrinth walks and
enjoys the outdoors and various creative pursuits. She is the mom of aspiring
opera singer Adlai Kim, and lives in Sheboygan, WI with her husband Tom Ness.




N CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILIES IS

Welcoming Analisse

by Rev. Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson
Minister of Religious Education

We are delighted to
welcome Analisse
Moriarity to the Faith
Formation Staff. Analisse
will be primarily helping
in the pre-school and
nursery, offering
consistent extra care to
our young people. She

will also be offering childcare as needed for First
Church events. Analisse grew up in the church,
Mariah was one of her caregivers when she was
Analisse’s age! Please welcome Analisse when you
see her on Sundays!

RE Summer Volunteer
Schedule 2025

In the summer, Religious Education programs for
children over 5 years of age begin at 10:00 a.m. in
the Sanctuary. During our offertory hymn the
Children, Youth participants & RE Volunteers will
depart for the RE program, beginning in the

Leenhouts Common Room and then moving to the

lower level. Children under five, the Nursery &
Preschool will be open from 9:45- 10:15 a.m.

SUMMER RE SCHEDULE
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050848A4A9
23AAFC1-55186431-religious#/

SUMMER FUN UU RE ACTIVITY IDEAS
https://padlet.com/kimberleecarlson/summer-uu-
faith-formation-ideas-cx2ywctueOnoy79i

OWL 7-9th Survey for Families

by Rev. Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson
Minister of Religious Education

We have limited space for our upcoming year-long
OWL program for 7-9th grades beginning in fall of
2025 that will be on most Sundays through May
of 2026. Please indicate your interest in this
program by filling out this survey.

We will then include you on future
communications about meetings and schedules.
Please note that OWL is only available for Church
members or people actively engaged in the
membership process. Parents who wish to enroll
their child or youth must be registered for RE and
attend a required parents-only meeting, early fall
of 2025, where materials used in the program are
shared. Permission from all custodial caregivers
must be given to attend the OWL program.
Regular attendance is required for OWL programs
as it depends on building trusted relationships in
a small group and cumulative learning. More
information on OWL can be found here.
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Join Us for the Pride Parade

by Rev. Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson
Minister of Religious Education

Come walk with First Church and ZAO MKE for the
2025 Pride Parade on Sunday, June 8th, line up at
1:00 p.m., step off at 2:00 p.m. The pre-parade
staging area is on 2nd Street from Lapham north
to the step off point. You can find a detailed map
online here: https://www.prideparademke.org/
We invite you to dress-up as a color of the
rainbow so that together we will be spectrum of
joyful colors! Let us know you plan to attend and
to receive updates and detailed directions, sign up
here.
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Get Blessed at PrideFest

by Rev. Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson
Minister of Religious Education

Blessed at Pridefest is a powerful street ministry
that First Church co-sponsors each year here in
Milwaukee. Interfaith organizations create a
blessing booth and clergy offer personalized
blessing to Pridefest participants using our
blessing menu and are given a "Blessed at
Pridefest"” sticker. Clergy and lay volunteers work
together to explain, help introduce and guide
people to participate in the blessing booth. The
blessing booth also features a photo backdrop
with props and a Rainbow Ribbon Blessing gate,
a collaborative art project. People are invited to
write a blessing on a ribbon and tie it to the
Rainbow Ribbon Blessing gate for the blessings
to be shared as they are blown by the wind
throughout the Summerfest grounds.

Blessed at Pridefest this year is on Friday, June
6th, 3:00-9:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 7th,
12:00-9:00 p.m. and the volunteer shifts are 3
hours long. Please click the link for more
information and to sign up on the volunteer
schedule.

Click here for the schedule
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BTN [RMA MORTER LECTURE [

Unlocking the Heart with
James Crews, Sept 27 & 28

by Lila Daut
Morter Lecture Team

Looking for new ways to be present, find
connection and compassion in a grieving world?

Whether you have never read poetry or are a
long-time writer, please join us for this year’'s
Irma Morter Lecture events on September 27 &
28. James Crews*, writer and retreat leader, can
help us discover connection across differences,
and open our hearts to wonder, inspiration,
transformation and self-discovery. Through
poetry we might even find ways to change the
world!

On Saturday, September 27, 2:00-3:30 p.m. James
will share his journey with poetry, writing and
spiritual practice, including thoughts from his
most recent books: Unlocking the Heart, Love is
for All of Us (poems from the LBGTQ community)
and Turning Toward Grief. On Sunday, September
28 James will read poems during each worship
service. Then from 1:00-2:30 p.m. he will lead a
contemplative writing workshop for non-writers
and writers alike.

*James Crews is the editor of several bestselling
and prize-winning books including Kindness Will
Save the World. He has been featured on NPR’s
Morning Edition and in The Washington Post,

The New York Times Magazine, and The New Republic,
among other publications. James speaks and leads
workshops on kindness, mindfulness, and writing
for self-compassion. For more visit: jamescrews.net
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2025 Irma Morter Lecture Weekend

UNLOCKING
THE HEART »

Words for Presence, Connection & Compassion
in a Grieving World ’

James Crews will speak about his journey with poetry
and writing and their use as spiritual practice, sharing 4
poems from his most recent books.

James is the editor of several bestselling and prize-winning books,
including Kindness Will Save the World. He has been featured on
NPR’s Morning Edition and in The Washington Post, The New Republic,
and The New York Times Magazine, among other publications.

For more info, visit: jamescrews.net
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You are invited to these sessions of hope and discovery, which are much
needed in today's climate of anxiety, fear and disconnectedness. '

Saturday, September 27

2:00-3:30 Em Lecture
(Bring your copies of his books to be signed)

Sunday, September 28

9 & 11:00 am Sunday Services
1-2:30 pm Poetry Contemplation, Writing & Snacks

\‘5\7 First Unitarian
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N T SOCIAL JUSTICE

Common Ground Assembly

by Jerry Fredrickson
Leader, Common Ground at First Church

Please join us on June 9th to learn how we can
increase our power together. We'll discuss how we
can build upon our Tenants United Campaign to
create a strong union to solve issues, hold
stakeholders accountable and ensure tenants'
rights.

Join us to hear about our new campaigns that
focus on strategies to increase diversity on juries
and diversity in the Fire and Police Departments,
as well as an update on the progress of Common
Ground Works.

Our assembly will be held at Mexican Fiesta:
Flores Hall, 2997 S. 20th St., Milwaukee from 6:00
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Please sign up on-line at
https://bit.ly/CGAssembly

Over 50 First Churchers
Commit to Climate Action

by Bruce Wiggins
Co-Chair Earth Justice Ministry

During Coffee Hours between Earth Day April 20
and Flower Communion June 1, many First
Church members and friends helped our “tree”
sprout leaves by naming commitments to take
climate action. Following the Climate Revival
Oct. 5 and Jennifer’s inspired Earth Day/Easter
sermon, our Earth Justice Ministry (EJM) asked
people to commit to an action that helps
mitigate climate change.

EJM posted information about some 50 big and
small actions people could take along with a
poster of a tree hung in the Leenhouts Common
Room. EJMers helped people identify possible
actions to take. For example, transportation
possibilities included reducing greenhouse gas
emissions by taking the bus more or biking or
walking more. Planting trees and “no mow May”
were options. Others included taking political
action to influence government policy and
building community that might alleviate
suffering after disastrous storms.

When people decided on an action, they put their
initials and a number or abbreviation for the
action on a leaf and stuck it to the poster. Our
tree sprouted many leaves! Names were then
entered into a raffle to win plants that will help
clean the air. People and commitments were
recognized during the June 1 service.



https://uumilwaukee.org/
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Cyber-Attack, Phishing Emails
What should | do?

by Shari Wright, Office Manager

You may have received an email that looks
suspicious and question if you should read it and
how to respond. You can read the text, and look
into the sender’s address and report phishing
emails to your email providor.

Email scammers are getting more creative to get
your information. These emails may ask for
personal information or will ask you to click a link
or have a link behind a picture, and usually have a
sense of urgency. The first step to stop scammers
is to identify the suspicious email in your Inbox by
knowing that the email come from a spoofing
person.

A phishing email imitates someone’s familiar email
with similar words, but not the real email address.
At First Church, our ministers will NEVER send you
an email to request cash or gift cards by replying
to the email.

If you receive a phishing email, here are steps to
handle it:

1. Identify the phishing email by carefully looking
at the email address. Don't reply or click any links.

2. Report the phishing email to your email provider.

3. Mark the email as spam, then delete the email.
4. Notify the person who was imitated in the
phishing email.

5. It is not necessary, but always a good idea, to run
a virus and malware scan of your PC. If you have

questions or need more explanation on how to
handle phishing email, feel free to contact Shari
Wright at shari.wright@uumilwaukee.org. Don't fret
if you received a phishing email. These emails are
sent frequently. Your junk and spam filters try to
catch them and do a good job of removing many
which you will never see.

EJM Walk & Roll-Forest

Exploration Center

by Juliet Hills
Earth Justice Ministry Member

Please join us on Saturday June 14 from 10:30-
noon at the Forest Exploration Center, a 60- acre
oasis within the Milwaukee County Grounds,
located at 1800 Forest Exploration Drive,
Wauwatosa. You can access this road from Swan
Boulevard near the Swan and Discovery Parkway
roundabout.

Let's meet in the parking lot. From there we will
Walk and Roll along the fine gravel trail that loops
through the forest containing a unique mixture of
large oak, maple, ash, and basswood trees along
with sixteen other species native to the region. On
our Walks & Rolls we pause, listen, look, and
decipher. The line from Lea Morris's song comes to
mind. "My eyes are wide open to see what | can
see. Spirit come to me". Come, be with us and
invite friends and family. Paula Anderson and Jacki
Zandi are your hosts.


https://uumilwaukee.org/
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Splinters from the Board

by Mark Chambers
Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees met in April with a full
agenda beginning with review of the FUSM
quarterly financial report. The Board approved the
report in accordance with policies 4.4 (Financial
Planning and Budgeting) and 4.5 (Financial
Condition and Activities) agreeing that the
church’s finances are good and performing as
expected.

In preparation for review and approval at its May
meeting, the Board was presented with a draft
budget for church year 2025-26.

Involving considerable discussion was the use of
Kading bequest dollars for social justice purposes.
Consistent with past practice the Board decided
that a portion of the Kading bequest should be
directed toward social justice causes. It was
agreed that $37,400 should be split between no
more than two organizations or causes and that
the Social Justice Council would be charged with
identifying the organizations to benefit.

Also on the agenda were changes in the bylaws
regarding the role of the FUSM Treasurer and
performance requirements of Board members.
Both matters received unanimous approval.

Regarding the role of church Treasurer, the
Nominating Committee’s recommendation of
Mark Bishop as the new Church Treasurer was
unanimously approved by the Board.

In its oversight role of the Senior Minister’s
performance, the board completed its annual
evaluation of Rev. Jennifer’s leadership. The
evaluation report concluded that she continues to
do a great job serving as our Senior Minister.

All In the Family

Life is hard sometimes. We experience
sickness, job loss, broken hearts, and
broken bodies. We want to support you
through those difficult times.

Our heartfelt condolences are with Laura
Zajkowski, whose mother died in March.

Our gentle care and condolences are with Sally
Lewis, whose brother Blair L. Lewis died on April
5, 2025 in Honesdale, Pennsylvania.

Our support and love are with Meighan Bentz on
her healing journey with cancer. You and your
family are held with gentle care.
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Buddhist Study Group
Wednesday, June 4 & 18, 6:30 pm
At Church

Join us as we meet to share our thoughts and

interpretations of Buddhist teachings and ideas.

Then we meditate as a group for a short while
and have fellowship. Contact is Mark Miller at
gatheringwaterssangha@gmail.com.

Book Discussion Group
Sunday, June 8
Join Us Online Here

Join us as we discuss June's read, When Religion
Becomes Evil by Charles Kimball. Contact Barbra
Lancelot uubarbra@gmail.com.

Chancel Choir
NO Choir this Summer

Open to all singers high school age and up (no
previous experience or audition required).
Contact Tristan Strelitzer to join in fall at
tristan.strelitzer@uumilwaukee.org.

Poetry Contemplation
Every Wednesday, 9:00 am
Join Us Online Here

Contact Diane Horne for more information at
diane_horne@hotmail.com.

JUNE EVENTS

The Chronologically Gifted Potluck
NO Potluck this Summer

Chronologically Gifted will meet Sunday, May
25 after the 11:00 service for a Potluck. Bring a
plate to share and visit with your
contemporaries! Guests welcome! .

The Practice of Presence
Every Monday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
At Church in the Sanctuary

Practicing presence allows us to be fully aware
of the present moment, leading to reduced
stress, enhanced self-awareness, improved
relationships, better decision-making, and a
deeper connection with yourself and the world
around you. Come and go as you need. The
singing bow! will ring every 20 minutes. No
meditation experience required, but if you want
brief instructions, please arrive at 5:15 p.m.

SWANS (Seasoned Women Are

Natually Social)
No June meeting.

Contact Barbara Collignon at 414-614-8141 or by
email bjcollig@gmail.com for more information
for future meeting up.
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Staff Directory

SENIOR MINISTER
Rev. Jennifer Nordstrom
jennifer.nordstrom@uumilwaukee.org, ext. 201

ASSOCIATE MINISTER
Rev. Dena McPhetres
dena.mcphetres@uumilwaukee.org, ext. 202

MINISTER OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Rev. Kimberlee Carlson
kimberlee.carlson@uumilwaukee.org, ext. 204

MINISTER EMERITUS
Rev. Andrew C. Kennedy, D.Min.

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
Jean Johnson
jean.johnson@uumilwaukee.org, ext. 203

OFFICE MANAGER
Shari Wright
shari.wright@uumilwaukee.org, ext. 207

RE & MEMBERSHIP ASSISTANT
Fiona Higgins
fiona.higgins@uumilwaukee.org ext. 210

FACILITIES MANAGER
Ken Liddell
ken.liddell@uumilwaukee.org ext. 206

FACILITIES ASSISTANT
Jim Spice
jim.spice@uumilwaukee.org, ext. 215

FACILITIES MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN
Vinnie Hack

LEAD MUSIC DIRECTOR
Alissa Rhode
alissa.rhode@uumilwaukee.org

CHORAL DIRECTOR
Tristan Strelitzer
tristan.strelitzer@uumilwaukee.org

COLLABORATIVE PIANIST

Teresa Drews
teresa.drews@uumilwaukee.org

Staff members have varying hours.

Please contact them directly to set up an appointment.

Board of Trustees Officers

President.............. Mark Chambers
Vice President...Ryan Pawlowski
Secretary............. Elizabeth Hayes
Treasurer ................. Mark Bishop
Members

Dana Brooks
Deborah Conta
Kathy Donius
Stacy Koenen
Stacey Thieme
Andrew Whitver

How to Reach Us
414.273.5257
first.church.office@uumilwaukee.org
1342 N. Astor St. Milwaukee, Wl 53202

Follow Us

You
Tuhe]
uumllwaukee org

Summer Church Building Hours

Sundays: 9:00 am - 1:30 pm
Saturdays: 10:00 am - 2:30 pm
Monday - Wednesdays: 5:00 - 8:30 pm

If you are attending a scheduled group, ring the
bell. If you need access to the building at other
times, please make an appointment at
first.church.office@uumilwaukee.org.

© First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee. All rights reserved.
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