
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

January 18, 2026 

We invite you to light a candle at the front of the sanctuary to honor your losses, celebrate your 
blessings, or invite in hope. Hearing Assist devices, large print hymnals, and worship activity 
bags are available at the rear of the sanctuary or from an usher. The 9:00 a.m. service is 
livestreamed; all seats in front of the blue floor tape are visible on camera. 
 
PRELUDE & PROCESSIONAL I Have A Dream   

 Words by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
  Music by Max Exner  
 The Chancel Choir  
 Tristan Strelitzer, choral director 
 Teresa Drews, collaborative pianist 
 Patricia McFarland, narrator 
 
OPENING WORDS “Power and Love” by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr  

from Where Do We Go From Here, Chaos or Community? 
read by Rev. Jennifer Nordstrom, Senior Minister 

 
CHALICE LIGHTING   Alecia Altstaetter, Worship Associate 
 
*OPENING HYMN “One Foot Lead with Love” 
  Words & Music by Melanie DeMore 
 
TIME FOR ALL AGES “We Shall Overcome: The Story of a Song”  by Debbie Levy 
  read by Rev. Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson 
  Minister of Faith Formation
   



SPOKEN MEDITATION  Rev. Jennifer Nordstrom 
 

SILENCE 
 
CENTERING HYMN 123 “Spirit of Life” 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Alecia Altstaetter 
 
UNISON AFFIRMATION OF OUR MISSION (CONGREGATION) 

We gather to nurture the spirit, engage the mind, and inspire action. 
 
OFFERING AND THE CHILDREN’S RECESSIONAL 
 
HYMN 169 “We Shall Overcome” 
 
This month we share 50% of all non-pledge cash in our offering plate with Street Angels. 
To contribute, put cash or checks made out to Street Angels in the offering plate and we 
will forward it for you. Or text 73256 with message give2uu. To contribute to First Church, 
give cash or checks made out to FUSM in the offering plate or text to give. 
 
WORSHIP ASSOCIATE STORY  Alecia Altstaetter 
 
INTERLUDE Dream  by Yiruma
  Teresa Drews, piano 
 
SERMON “Resistance Recipes” Rev. Jennifer Nordstrom 
 
INTERLUDE The Fire Fuels Our Fight  
  Text adapted from "Still Here" (1926) 

 from The Weary Blues by LANGSTON HUGHES 
additional words and music by Amanda Thomas (1964-2025) 

 The Chancel Choir  
 Jena Bliss, soloist  
 
CLOSING WORDS   Rev. Jennifer Nordstrom 
   
EXTINGUISHING THE FLAMING CHALICE  Alecia Altstaetter 
 
 



*CLOSING HYMN "Ain't Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me 'Round" 
  African-American Spiritual 
  arr. J. David Moore 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

 
 
. 

WELCOME 

Guests are invited to fill out a Welcome 
Card found in the pew and place it in the 
offering basket or Guest Table during 
Social Hour.  

Get complete announcements by email. 
To receive weekly announcements, or the 
monthly newsletter The Chanticleer, sign 
up on our website. 

Childcare is available for infants and 
toddlers. The Parlor is available for 
parents and children to listen to service 
in an informal space. Baby changing 
stations are found on the second floor 
and lower level. 

To help you enjoy the worship service, we 
have hearing assist devices and large 
type orders of service. An usher can help 
you with these. 

 

Sunday Parking: On Sundays, we use 
Lincoln School for the Arts’ lot, entrance 
located 1 block west of First Church. Our 
church has no parking lot. 

All-gender restrooms are found on the 
second floor and lower level.  

Service recordings are available every 
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. on YouTube. 

Social Hour. Meet friends old and new 
after service in the Leenhouts Common 
Room (first right after the Sanctuary). 

Membership. Stop by the Welcome & 
Belonging Table during Social Hour to 
learn about our Journey to Membership 
classes. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM AT 10:00 A.M. 
"Turning the Tide on Plastics," presented 
by Leah Holloway, Program Manager. 
 

HELP REIMAGINE AND REWRITE THE 
ENDS STATEMENTS. Help reimagine and 
rewrite the Ends Statements that guide 
the work of First Church, both internally 



and externally. Why should you 
participate? Because as part of the First 
Church community, you have a voice in 
deciding the direction our church should 
take in the next few years. Small, two-
hour group discussions will be held from 
January 15 through the middle of 
February. You can sign up during Coffee 
Hour at the Ends Revision table in the 
Leenhouts Common. 
 
WINTER 2026 JOURNEY TO MEMBERSHIP 
will be held Saturday, February 7 (9:00am 
- 1:00pm) and Wednesday February 
11(6:00pm - 8:30pm). Have you 
considered becoming a member of the 
First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee? 
These sessions are led by our ministers 
and staff where we explore Unitarian 
Universalists beliefs, history, values and 
our social justice and anti-racism 
frameworks. We also discuss the meaning 
of membership and ways to get 
connected here at First Church. The 
sessions are a prerequisite to  
membership, but joining is not a 
requirement. Please register if you are 
interested in Unitarian Universalism,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

would like to meet others, or just want a 
deeper understanding of this vibrant 
spiritual, religious community as we 
strive to practice our values here within 
First Church. Register at 
https://bit.ly/Journey2Membership. 
Questions, feel free to email Rev. Chris 
Long at revchris.long@uumilwaukee.org. 
Thank you in advance for your attention 
to this announcement. 
 
MISSING YOUR WATER BOTTLE? Please 
check the cart in the Common Room 
during Coffee Hour for the lost/found 
bottles and thermoses? Any remaining 
after next week will be disposed. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE DONATIONS. Our 
Christmas Eve service offering was shared 
with three of our partner organizations 
this year: Interchange Food Pantry, Guest 
House, and Cathedral Center. We are 
delighted to announce that a total of 
$11,386 was collected from the gifts 
given that evening. Thank you to 
everyone for your incredible generosity. 
With your support, we continue to 
strengthen and uplift the greater 
Milwaukee community. 
 


